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T R A N S S I L VA N I C A

The Memorandum Movement 
(1892–1894) played an important role 
in the history of the national emanci-
pation of the Transylvanian Romanians 
during the second half of the 19th cen-
tury. The disillusionment following the 
events of 1848–1849 determined the 
Romanians in Transylvania to get clos-
er to the Orthodox and Greek Catholic 
Churches, which proved that they were 
protecting not only the faith, but also 
the Romanian national identity. Bish-
op Andrei Șaguna had revived, since 
1849, the national objectives of the 
revolution by submitting to the Court 
in Vienna a petition on the recognition 
of the autonomy of the Romanians 
within the Habsburg Monarchy and 
their inclusion in an imperial “duchy.” 
In 1863 and 1864, during the period 
of so-called liberalism accepted by Vi-
enna, the Romanians strove to codify 
within the legislation of the Transyl-
vanian Diet their status as a provincial 
national constituency and equal status 
for their language and their churches, 
simultaneously rejecting the claims for 
the Hungarian Parliament to legislate 
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for Transylvania. The Austro-Hungarian Compromise of 1867 was a new blow 
dealt to the Romanians in Transylvania. It was undoubtedly encouraged by the 
creation of the modern Romanian state through the union of the principalities 
of Moldavia and Wallachia. It was also influenced by the suspicions regarding the 
growing intensity of the national movement of the Transylvanian Romanians, 
thanks to the new nucleus of the Romanian national state and its assumed exter-
nal reorientation after Prince Charles of Hohenzollern-Sigmaringen was installed 
on the Bucharest throne, while the Habsburg power was becoming weaker in 
regards to Prussia. The Romanians in Transylvania did not give up and, in 1868, 
they published in Gazeta Transilvaniei a political statement called “Pronuncia-
mento” that reasserted their already known ideas and principles. Budapest reacted 
swiftly and, in a series of laws on the nationalities in the territory they governed, 
they proclaimed the supremacy of the Magyars in the state while annulling the 
prospects for national individuality of the other nationalities. However, they did 
recognize certain rights, which were nevertheless not applied by the Hungarian 
authorities. Therefore, until the 1890s, the Romanians in Transylvania insisted 
on their claims to autonomy and national rights.1 

The Transylvanian Romanians did not always share the same views and 
methods in their national struggle. Divided between “activists” and “passiv-
ists,” they lacked a single political organization, and there were cases when 
distinct groups operated in some regions of the province. The Romanians in 
Maramureș, Crișana, or Banat, for example, were more linked to the Hungarian 
administration; thus, they preferred parliamentary activism and asserted their 
claims through participation in Hungarian political life, including in the Parlia-
ment of Budapest. But after 1879, when the treatment of Romania at the Con-
gress of Berlin (1878) drew their attention, the Hungarian authorities became 
even more strict in regards to the Transylvanian Romanians, and their rights 
to a religious, cultural, and political life were further curtailed.2 Under these 
circumstances, in 1881 the Romanians in Transylvania established their political 
organization, the Romanian National Party, for all Romanians in the Bicepha-
lous Monarchy. The first political objective of the new organization was restor-
ing Transylvania’s autonomy. There were some Romanian leaders who believed 
that a coexistence between Romanians and Hungarians was still possible, and 
supported the Habsburg Monarchy in order to counteract the growing Russian 
pan-Slavism in Central and Southeast Europe. However, given the attitude of 
the Hungarian Government, especially under the presidency of Sándor Wekerle 
and Dezső Bánffy, the Transylvanian Romanian leaders became increasingly de-
termined in the last decade of the 19th century. It should be emphasized that the 
Bucharest governments, especially the conservative ones, increasingly supported 
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the new political organization of Transylvanian Romanians (see the activity of 
the Ministry of Education under Take Ionescu, 1891–1895). The League for 
the Cultural Unity of Romanians (founded in Bucharest in 1891) mobilized 
prominent political and intellectual figures from Romania and Western Europe 
in support of the struggle of the Romanians in the provinces under foreign rule, 
and most particularly in favor of the militant Transylvanian Romanians. It was 
under these circumstances that the Transylvanian Romanian leaders decided 
on a new large-scale initiative for their national struggle. As early as May 1890, 
Iuliu Coroianu held consultations with Romanian state leaders. Together with 
Ioan Rațiu, at the beginning of 1892, he drafted the text of the Memorandum, 
which was to be submitted to the Imperial Court in Vienna and promoted into 
Western political circles. The first to publicly inform the domestic and European 
public opinion on the so-called “Romanian issue” in Austria-Hungary were the 
students at various universities in the Monarchy. The history of the involvement 
of the students in this stage of the Romanian national struggle is very revealing.

In this regard, we should equally mention that it was the Romanian students 
who initiated the new phase of the national struggle we are referring to. The 
“Memorandum of the Romanian University Students on the Situation of the 
Romanians in Transylvania and Hungary” was published in Bucharest in 1891. 
The Hungarian students in Hungary hastened to draft the “Hungarian Stu-
dents’ Reply” (1892), and the Romanian students in Vienna, Graz, Budapest, 
and Cluj responded with the public document “The Romanian Question in 
Transylvania and Hungary.” “The Reply of the Romanian Academic Youth in 
Transylvania and Hungary” (1892) was a genuine Romanian national manifesto 
that spread not only to Austria-Hungary but also to France, Italy, Germany, etc. 
The aforementioned “Reply of the Romanian Academic Youth in Transylvania 
and Hungary” was initiated by A. C. Popovici, a medical student in Graz, and 
among the contributors to the text were students Pompiliu Dan (Cluj) and Iuliu 
Maniu (Budapest).3 This response of the Romanian students (1891–1892) was 
followed by the punishment of about 50 Romanian students at the universities 
of Budapest and Cluj.4 A. C. Popovici, Nicolae Roman, and Eugen Brote were 
arraigned in Cluj, in the summer of 1893, the first of them being convicted. The 
rector of the University of Budapest also requested that Iuliu Maniu renounce 
this national student movement, but the young man categorically refused. As 
a consequence, he was not allowed to take the final exam of the semester.5 
However, as noted by the distinguished American historian Keith Hitchins, 
the Reply of the Romanian students in the Monarchy not only stimulated the 
Romanian struggle for national emancipation but also marked the beginning of 
a conceptual clarification for the Romanian national movement. Although the 
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subject of national autonomy was mentioned, the federalist solution within the 
empire was also suggested, in connection with the principle of nationality un-
derpinning the governance of the Romanian nation by its representatives; there 
were also allusions to governance within a distinct national state framework. A. 
C. Popovici expressed such options more clearly in the famous work of 1906, 
about the United States of Greater Austria; in the same year, Iuliu Maniu, on his 
first term in the Budapest Parliament,6 stated his agreement with this concept. 
This also meant the formal cessation of the tactics of passivism by the leaders of 
the Transylvanian Romanians. 

Iuliu Maniu was studying law at the universities of Budapest and Vienna 
at the beginning of the last decade of the 19th century. He was only 20 
years old when he became deeply involved in the struggle for the national 

emancipation of the Transylvanian Romanians. This is quite understandable, 
because he had illustrious models such as his uncle, Ioan Rațiu (1828–1902), an 
outstanding leader of the Romanian National Party, and another close relative, 
the lawyer and activist Iuliu Coroianu (1847–1927). It is therefore no wonder 
that Iuliu Maniu found himself among those who quickly joined A. C. Popo-
vici’s aforementioned response initiative. In 1892 he was among the leaders of 
Petru Maior Academic Society,7 an organization of Romanian students at the 
University of Budapest; in this capacity he also made his first trip to Romania, 
participating in the Congress of Romanian students in the city of Roman.8 On 
this occasion, he agreed with his Romanian colleagues on the coordination of 
political actions in support of the Romanians in Transylvania. The historian 
Ioan Scurtu noted that, in that context, Iuliu Maniu took an oath: “I swear to 
God, on my conscience and my honor, that I will sacrifice my life to the triumph 
of the Romanian cause, taking part in the revolution that we are preparing.”9 
He was referring, of course, to the revolution that would lead to the unity of 
all Romanians, as Vasile Lucaciu (1852–1922) also stated on the occasion of 
the lawsuits against the participants in the Memorandum. Another historian, 
Apostol Stan, citing different sources, mentions the taking of this oath two years 
later, on the occasion of another visit to Romania.10 Beyond the different dates, 
it is certain that this oath was taken and became famous among the leaders of 
the Romanian national movement, being considered a true political testament 
of Iuliu Maniu, which he abided by throughout his entire life and political ac-
tivity. Also, as a result of his position as leader of the aforementioned student 
organization, he had a major role in arranging the reception and accommoda-
tion of the Memorandum delegates in Vienna, where they traveled in order to 
submit the respective document to the imperial officials.
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But the Transylvanian Romanian students had a much more complex in-
volvement in the Memorandum initiative. It is known that the text of the 
Memorandum was finalized at the beginning of 1892, and the leaders of the 
Romanian National Party discussed for more than three months about the time 
and the way in which it should be brought to the attention of the emperor in 
Vienna. Some of these leaders, such as Ioan Rațiu and Vasile Lucaciu, preferred 
a quick departure to Vienna of the Romanian representatives from Transylvania, 
a preference endorsed by the Executive Committee of the Romanian National 
Party, and a group of 300 Romanian delegates from the localities of Transylva-
nia went to the Imperial Court at the end of May 1892. They were not granted 
an audience with the emperor, and the imperial cabinet forwarded the docu-
ment directly to the Government in Budapest. This pretext was used in order to 
intensify the persecution against the political leaders of the Transylvanian Ro-
manians. Several lawsuits, including a collective one, were filed against the main 
leaders of the Romanian National Party who, naturally, were among the authors 
of the Memorandum, and against the members of the delegation who had taken 
it to Vienna. Iuliu Maniu and his colleagues from the student organizations in 
Vienna, Graz, Budapest, or Cluj immediately joined what would become, rather 
than a simple claim, a real political movement with a marked national character. 
These young people held several types of rallies, not only in protest against the 
treatment of Romanians by the Hungarian authorities, but also in order to draw 
Europe’s attention to what was happening in the Habsburg Monarchy, and 
particularly in Transylvania. To this end, their contacts with student organiza-
tions in Romania and with the League for the Cultural Unity of Romanians also 
intensified. Iuliu Maniu was very much affected by the prison sentences handed 
to the Memorandum participants and to the main leaders of the Romanian 
National Party; he visited some of them in prison and became involved in the 
protests held in support of them.

In the summer of 1893, at the National Conference of the Executive Com-
mittee of the Romanian National Party, the representative of the Transylvanian 
students announced their decision to carry out more actions in support of the 
Memorandum activists. Among other things, they planned the presence of Ro-
manian students from the largest possible number of European universities at 
the trial of the Memorandum activists. Each student group or organization re-
ceived the proposal to draft a Manifesto expressing their support for the cause of 
the Memorandum. Such manifestos were to be multiplied and distributed in the 
villages and towns of Transylvania, and versions of them in foreign languages 
were to be sent to political and press circles in the West.11 A group of leaders 
of the Romanian students from the universities of Vienna, Budapest, and Cluj 
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prepared a draft manifesto entitled “To the Romanian People of Transylvania 
and the Hungarian Land.” The signatories of this document were the follow-
ing (in the order of their signatures): Pompiliu Dan, Ionel C. Căpărescu, Lazăr 
Popoviciu, Nicolae Comșa, Iuliu Maniu, Alexandru Vaida Voevod and Mihaiu 
Teliman. 

The Manifesto, together with the previous “Reply” of the Romanian stu-
dents, already demonstrated the political and juridical maturity of the Transyl-
vanian Romanian national movement. In the Manifesto they talked about the 
“Romanian nation” and about national rights from the perspective of natural 
law, not just historical law. The justification involved “the interest of the com-
mon good” and national “self-preservation, in the interest of culture and free-
dom.” The authors of the document drew the public’s attention to the fact 
that the repressive action of the Hungarian authorities had been intended to 
eliminate the leaders of the Transylvanian Romanians in order to suppress the 
Romanian national movement. That is why they made the following call: 

Faced with such bold insults, with these new Hungarian paroxysmic outbreaks, 
with this shameless trampling of the most basic principles of law and freedom, we, 
the Romanian university students, solemnly protest and declare ourselves, body 
and soul, in solidarity with the National Committee, not only before the Hungar-
ian courts, but also before the whole civilized world.12

This Manifesto was made known to the Romanians in Transylvania through the 
Romanian Orthodox and Greek Catholic parishes, and the students themselves 
traveled to various Transylvanian towns and villages to present it to the resi-
dents, avoiding censorship and the Hungarian authorities so as not to share the 
fate of Vasile Lucaciu, who had been arrested, tried, and convicted for having 
drafted a circular letter.13 The Romanian university students in Transylvania got 
organized in order to transform the protest against the attitude of the Hungar-
ian authorities towards the Memorandum representatives into a real national 
movement, and therefore they also urged their colleagues in Romania to orga-
nize national rallies.14

The echoes of the Manifesto (1893) endured for decades and even crossed 
the Atlantic. The full text of the abovementioned manifesto was published in 
the America newspaper calendar (1962), accompanied by the mention that it 
came from the personal archive of Iuliu Maniu and that it was “probably writ-
ten by Iuliu Maniu’s hand.”15 In the introduction to the complete version of 
the document, it was not specified why that text was considered to have been 
written by Iuliu Maniu, apart from the fact that it was an autograph manuscript, 
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from his personal archive, and that “the Sphinx from Bădăcin” was said to be 
sentimentally attached to it. We do not intend to dwell on this aspect here, be-
cause we are interested in the relevance of the young Iuliu Maniu’s participation 
in the Romanian national movement (he had become a member of the Roma-
nian National Party as early as 1891). The commentary in the America news-
paper calendar emphasized the “maturity of the political and juridical thinking 
of the Romanian youth in Transylvania” and I believe that, along with A. C. 
Popovici, Alexandru Vaida Voevod and other student colleagues, Iuliu Maniu 
substantially contributed to the preparation of a new stage in the national move-
ment of the Romanians in Transylvania, which led to the union of the Ro-
manians in 1918. This article-document from the America newspaper (1962), 
commemorating a decade since the death of the great Romanian statesman (at 
that time the Romanian Americans knew that Iuliu Maniu had died in prison in 
1953) was intended to illustrate patriotism in its highest form, for the youth of 
the early seventh decade of the last century. Therefore, it explicitly stated that 
“The reproduction of this act proves that patriotism, if it exists, can be a mature 
virtue at the age of 20, as was the case with Iuliu Maniu in 1893.”16 Naturally, 
with this assertion, another chapter of comments could be opened regarding 
the model that Iuliu Maniu offers to the current political environment, but 
especially to the youth of contemporary Romania. However, I do not intend to 
do this in the present text.

Remaining at the historiographical discourse, we note that both the 
Memorandum and the subsequent actions took the Transylvanian Ro-
manians to a higher conceptual and strategic-tactical level, and marked 

the emergence of a new generation of leaders of the Romanian National Party, 
effective along the lines of activism and the orientation of the Romanian na-
tion towards the achievement of its general objective: Romanian national-state 
unity. As an example, we have the case of Iuliu Maniu. In 1896 he was already 
one of the leaders of the Romanian National Party in Transylvania. In the same 
year, he also got his doctorate in Law and was celebrated within the Society of 
Romanian, Serbian, and Slovak Students, being invited to take the floor. In his 
speech, he outlined a genuine national political program, demanding national 
autonomy for all Romanians within the Habsburg Monarchy; he also suggested 
a policy of activism for the national struggle, at a time when the official conduct 
of the Romanian National Party was still along the lines of passivism.17 

We also have to emphasize that the university students involved in the Mem-
orandum actions helped to mobilize the Romanian population in defense of 
the Memorandum and its representatives, and they also brought major doctri-
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nal and political clarifications to the Romanian national movement. The Italian 
publicist Roberto Fava, who witnessed the Cluj Memorandum trial, wrote the 
following: “The Romanian youth is indeed the soul of the struggle for emanci-
pation, and history, without a doubt, will have to recognize them as one of the 
greatest factors in the awakening of this noble nation.”18 This is precisely what 
the historian of today can confirm and reaffirm, including through the presenta-
tion of the actions taken by the young student Iuliu Maniu.

q

Notes

	 1.	Keith Hitchins, Rumania, 1866–1947 (Oxford: Clarendon Press, 1994), 204.
	 2.	Hitchins, 207.
	 3.	Eugenia Glodariu, “Participarea tineretului universitar român din Austro-Ungaria la 

mișcarea memorandistă,” Acta Musei Napocensis 17 (1980): 313.
	 4.	Eugenia Glodariu, “Tineretul universitar și Procesul Memorandului de la Cluj, 

1894,” in Memorandul românilor: Centenar (1892, 1894, 1994): Contribuții la cu
noașterea mișcării memorandiste (Baia Mare: n.p., 1994), 207.

	 5.	Apostol Stan, Iuliu Maniu: Naționalism și democrație: Biografia unui mare român 
(Bucharest: Saeculum, I.O., 1997), 12–13.

	 6.	Hitchins, 217.
	 7.	Eugenia Glodariu, Asociațiile culturale ale tineretului studios român din Monarhia 

Habsburgică 1860–1918 (Cluj-Napoca: n.p. [Bibliotheca Musei Napocensis XIII], 
1998), 57.

	 8.	Florin Cristescu, “Activitatea lui Iuliu Maniu în lupta națională a românilor de sub 
Imperiul Austro-Ungar,” Adevărul, 2 May 2018, accessed 20 Jan. 2023, https://
adevărul.ro.

	 9.	Ioan Scurtu, Iuliu Maniu: Activitatea politică (Bucharest: Editura Enciclopedică, 
1995), 10.

	10.	Stan, 13.
	11.	Glodariu, “Tineretul universitar,” 203.
	12.	Vasile Pușcaș, Iuliu Maniu văzut de românii americani (Cluj-Napoca: Școala 

Ardeleană, 2018), 279.
	13.	See details about the atmosphere generated by these events in Tiron Albani, Vasile 

Lucaciu: Leul de la Șișești: De ce s-a prăbușit Monarhia Austro-Ungară, edited by 
Adriana Zaharia, foreword by Dumitru Păcuraru (Cluj-Napoca: Școala Ardeleană, 
2022), 87–95.

	14.	Glodariu, “Tineretul universitar,” 204.
	15.	Apud Pușcaș, 276. 
	16.	Pușcaș, 277.
	17.	Pușcaș, 97.
	18.	Apud Glodariu, “Tineretul universitar,” 208.



Transsilvanica • 59

Abstract 
Iuliu Maniu and the Memorandum Movement

The Memorandum Movement (1892–1894) played an important role in the history of the na-
tional emancipation of the Transylvanian Romanians. Iuliu Maniu (1873–1953) studied law at 
the universities of Budapest and Vienna at the beginning of the last decade of the 19th century. In 
1892 he was among the leaders of the Petru Maior Academic Society, an organization of Roma-
nian students at the University of Budapest. As a result of his position as the Romanian students’ 
leader, he had a major role in preparing the reception and accommodation of Memorandum 
delegates in Vienna. Iuliu Maniu and his colleagues immediately joined the Romanian national 
movement. He was among the signatories of the political Manifesto entitled “To the Romanian 
People of Transylvania and the Hungarian Land” (1893). In 1896, Iuliu Maniu was already one 
of leaders of the Romanian National Party from Transylvania.
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